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70 SAMUEL THOMPSON, DEALER IN GIN'AND 
GOSPEL, HIGH PRIEST OF THE SECT CAL- 
See ereTar BERTINKING CHRIS- 
T | | 





aft, 

Dorchester Gaol, August 31, 1823 of the 

Era, since which Freethinking has been 

Sir, accounted sinful. 

FREETHINKING is a quality which every man possesses with 
bis sensations, and in which no man can claim a superiority 
over auother,. The most ignorant man that has lived, or the 
greate it of bigots, or of fanatics, might have been the most 
e thinker ; therefore, your attaching such an epithet to the 
word Ohristian by no means improves the quality of your 
Christianity. The greatest of hypocrites may have been, or 
may be, the most freethinker: no kind of outward appear- 
ane or tofession can lessen a man’s pretensions in being a 
Freethinker. The honest Freethinker cau only be known by 
_ the fréedom of his tongue or pen: and, in this respect, f am 
about to'shew, that no man, who ‘calls himself Christian, 

can be an honest Freethinker, in this country, at this time. 
_. Your title ‘of Freethinking Christian has been assimed to 
uish your sect from the sect of Unitarian Christians, 
irom Which you seceded; but, like all other sectarian titles, 
ot positively meahs nothing: it is a distinction in words 
alone: a mere naive to distinguish one gospel-shop from _ 
made just as Spiller’s gin-shop is distinguished from 
+hompson’s gin-shop. The articles sold at each are alike 

pernicious to the health and the morals of the customers. 
7 Any particulars, as to the cause and manner of the first 
ormation of your sect, are not suited to my present pur- 
se; therefore, 1 confine myself to a review of the doc- 
Maes on which you profess to staud as a sect or chufch. 

+ OUr sect, you call, the « Church of God;” and Johanna 
~eutheote, whose doctrines were not a whit less rational than 
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ours, called one of her meeting houses the “ House of 
God.” It is now well uuderstood by honest and intelligent 
men, that every church has its idol, and nothing but an idol; 
therefore, every church is properly what it claims to be, a 
church of God; and every place of worship is properly 
called a House of God; for, Household Gods are as much 
in fashion among Christians as ever they were among the 
calumniated Pagans. ' There were, in fact, never any Gods 
but Household Gods, nor will there ever be any other kind. 
We must be content with such or none. Whether they are 
made of stone, wood, metal, or clay, or whether they are 
delineated on paper, the worship of the one is as good and 
as rational as the worship of the other; and the worshippers 
are alike idolators, alike ignorant, alike immoral, in pursv- 
ing a mischievous delusion that has not the slightest preten- 
sion to truth or utility, that is not founded on any the least 
demonstration. . 

Science bas now made such a progress, that it has become 
absolutely immoral for any man to talk of believing what 
has never been demonstrated to his senses. ‘To this sort of 
belief we must come back; and here you. can find notbing 
called Christianity; but you will find, that what you call 
Christianity has no foundation, that it is a mere thing made 
up of idle words: that these words. are neither moral nor 
useful; but immoral and mischievous in their effects; and 
that. there cannot be, by any possibility, such a character as 
an honest Freethinking Christian. If there be a Christian 
disposed to think freely, he must now, of necessity, think of 
the attacks which are made upon the system and ingredients 
of Christianity altogether; and when he begins so to think, 
he must see that every tenet of Christianity is destitute of the 
foundation of demonstration, of practicability ; and if he be 
honest, he must relinquish his former notions, and throw up 
that which cannot be denied to be a delusion, because de- 
* nial without demonstration cannot avail. 

The theory of your Christianity, I take to be this, from 
what I can gather from different printed books emanating 
from your sect. ' 

. You believe the authenticity of the books which make up 
the New Testament. You believe that the tale of Jesus 
there.told is a true tale, You. believe that the historical 
part.of the books of the Old Testament is true; though 10 
some degree allegorical. You believe, or some of you be 
lieve, that. man is wholly a material being; and you farther 
believe, that Jesus, as a material being, did die, was re-au! 
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mated, so as to become the same identical person, and that 
t was done by a God, as an earnest that it should be the 
same with all men. The doctrine of a personal devil, and 
of'angels, 1'understand, you reject: but it is difficult for an 
opponent to define what you do believe, because there is al- 
ready an actual division in your sect: almost all, but those 
under your pecuniary influence, complain that your priestly 
nny is intolerable, and have formed a distinct sect, inde- 
ent of your Popedom. 

This division of sects, this priestly tyranny and persecu- 
tioi, and this wrangling, are the only general and distinguish- 
ing ‘features of Christianity; and this of itself is sufficient to 
prove not only that it has no good foundation, but that it pro- 
duces nothing but mischief. ‘THERE ARE NO MORAL SECTS! 
Mark that! 

The division of mankind into sects, hostile sects, is the 
work of religion—accursed religion! For accursed that 
must be, which creates incessant animosity and hostility 
among mankind, among nations, among neighbours, and 
even among families! It is religion; but it is not morality. 

The practical part of what you call worship consists of 
discourses Upon given subjects, or upon parts of the Bible. 
Youdlo not confine yourselves to texts of the Bible. You 
differ.from Unitarians and other sects of Christians, in as 
much as you have no singing, no music, no public prayer, 
no/paid or salaried priests. But this latter circumstance en- 
lirély-rests with the scantiness of your congregation.’ Could 
you once contemplate the continuance of salaries to teach- 
ers and preachers, the necessity of setting-such persons aside 
forsuch offices would be immediately urged. We all un- 
derstand how those things are done. You approach nearer 
tothe practices of the Quakers than to any other sect, and 
before you were Pope, before you were master of the seat, 
before you were a rich gin merchant, I have been informed, 
that you had a predilection for-the unornamented drabs as 
adress, that you so importuned a rich friend, the builder of 
your house of God, to throw aside the gaieties of his habits, 
asto drive him from your church. I am also told, that you 
ne'sdoner became the Pope of the concern, than you re- 
nounced all restrictions on dress, and ‘allowed your Chris- 
fian flock to follow the fashions of other Christians, and your 
own'familyto mount the flowing and splendid ribband and 
the modding plume! 

_ So far, you now differ from the Quakers, and you also 
er+from-them inthe forms of your public discourses. 
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But, so long as you keep free from salaried priests, I shall 
award you, with the Quakers, the possession of an improved 
system of Christianity: still, a system that may be so much 
farther improved, as to be well given up altogether, in theo- 
ry and in practice. | 

The ground upon which | take my stand against you is, 
that of science and morality, and not any kind of book 
knowledge. I could defend Deism or Atheism against any 
thing you can call Christianity, but I shall not do it in the 
present instance, further than to overthrow your “ Evidences 
of Revealed Religion, on a new and original plan being an 
appeal to Deists, on their own principles of argument.” | 
have before me the third edition of this little work, published 
by Teulon; and if | find one argument in it, where you call 
for answer, | now promise to give it. 

Mucb that [ said in my letter to Mr. Harris the Unitarian 
applies to your sect. At page 19, you say: “I do not 
mean to defend the Bible as the word of God, and as being 
all written by divine inspiration, because [ am fully con- 
vinced that the Scriptures do not teach or lay claim to any 
such things; and unless Deists can prove the contrary, two 
thirds at least of their objections, and the greatest part of 
Mr, Paine’s Age of Reason, are completely done away.” 
Certainly, if you yield all that Mr. Paine claims upon the 
subject of the Bible; his Age of Reason and your Free- 
thinking Christianity are distinctions without a difference. 

But, you say at page 4: “« We consider revealed religion, 
as contained in the Bible, and that part of it in particular 
eallec: Christianity, as ‘the greatest blessing the Deity ever 
conferred on bis creature man: that it is every way worthy 
of God to give, and mau to receive; that it corresponds with 
all the wishes, and with all the wisdom, that the wisest and 
best of men have ever bad.” . Here is a sweeping assertion 
that embraces the whole Bible; for, if it does not embrace 
the whole Bible, this contradiction is involved: that your 
idol God has made a beautiful and complete revelation of 
himself-throngh the medium of buman language, and that 
he allowed the agent, or agents, by and through whom this 
revelation was made, to obscure and degrade it by such a 
mass of vicious and ignorant writing as is to be found in 00 
other book! This is no false construction u pon your words: 
those which I have extracted can be seen in no otber light: 
and, before you can justly challenge an examination of what 
you call your revealed religion, it is absqlutely necessary that 
you should separate those parts of the Bible on which you 
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do rest, from those parts on which you do not rest. How 
else can any one examine? how else can any one combat 
2 

We; who reject all notion of revealed religion, have no- 
thing to fix upon when we turn our attentions to you, who 
call yourselves Unitarian or Freethinking Christians. 
Wherever we fasten upon you, you yield the part to our 

pand say: that is no part of us; here we are still un- 

touched. Youare perfect Proteans: and assuch, | have al- 

considered, and do now consider, that you are the 
most hypocritical of all the sects of Christians. 

However, | cam fix you at page 30, where you say, that 

believe the book of Revelation to be true: that is, of 
eourse, founded in trath! This then, I presume, we may 
calla part of your revealed religion; and here let me try 
what | can make of it. 

The ouly historical fact in the book of Revelations is, 
that when it was written, there were but seven Christian 
churches in Asia minor, or, in fact, in all Asia. Had there 
been more, it is more than’ probable that they would have 
been mentioned. I have examined several maps, but I can- 
not discover Thyatira or Sardis: still, I think, 1 may venture 
tosay, that there were towns or villages on or vear the coasts 
of Asia: Minor, as the other mentioned towns were. This 
book of Revelation is supposed to have been writteu about 
the close of the first century, atid this fact, of the paucity of 
the number of the churches known to the writer, corrobo- 
fates every part of the Roman History that notices the rise 


of Christianity. Verily, Ido not believe, that the sect of 


Christians were known at Rome witbin the first century. 
We have an account of Trajan sending Ignatius from Anti- 
och to Rome to be destroyed by beasts; and we have also 
ai account of Pliny, who wus made Proconsul of Bithynia 
under the same Emperor, writing from that neighbourhood 
to'Trajan at Rome, to know how he was to deal with the 
sect of Christians, whom he had found there, and of whom 
he had previously heard nothing. ‘These circumstances, 
coupled with the assertion in the Acts of the Apostles, that 
“ the Disciples were called Christians first in Antioch” the 
general admission that Luke, the writer of one of the Gos- 
pels and'of the Acts of the Apostles,was a Physician of An- 
lioch, ‘and the notice of the seven Christian churches in Asia 
by the writer of the Apocalypse, all of which seem to have 

0 iG the immediate neighbourhood of Antioch, go to 
s that Christianity bad its birth in that neighbourhood, 
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rather than in. the neighbourhood of Jerusalem; and the 
time, about the close of what we now call the first century, 
Here I can trace Christianity, but I can trace it no farther. 
All beyond this point is lost, because, in fact, no prior re- 
cords of Christianity were known to exist. Eusebius traces 
Christianity correctly to this point, and here he is lost; and 
obliged to quote from Josephus, the particulars of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, to make it tally with the Gospel ac. 
counts of the rise and progress of Christianity. Had Jose. 
phus noticed the sect of Christians, its early history would 
wear a different appearance; but as he has not, we may be 
assured, that he knew nothing about such a sect, when he 
left Judea, about the year 70, to dwell in Rome, nor even 
up to the wes 80, about which time his history of the Jews 
was completed. 

The substance of this book of Revelation is so extrava- 
gant, as a fiction, that it will not admit of serious observa- 
tion. It was written by a madman; for it surpasses what 
folly can accomplish: and they must be religious madmen 
who believe its truth, as you say for yourself. After this 
admission on your part, you need not scruple to admit that 
every other part of the Bible is divine revelation. The 
book of Revelations is certainly the last book that a Free- 
thinker. would take under his protection. The more. Ortho- 
dox Christians will scarcely venture to say so much for it as 
you have said. Many of them have classed it with the 
Apocryphal books. There is nothing in Mahomet’s Bible 
half so monstrous: nothing half so ridiculous, «as is to be 
found in this Book of Revelations. He certainly talked 
about cutting the Moon in two parts; but he did not talk of 
“the stars of heaven falling to the earth even as a fig-tree 
casteth her untimely figs.” Mahomet’s was a rational and 
pleasing heaven; but the Christian’s heaven is full of bide- 
ous monsters—‘ beasts full of eyes before and bebind,” and 
is a beastly and horrible tale altogether. The Bible most 
certainly exceeds all other books that were ever written; but 
it is in its imposition upon the ignorance and credality of 
mankind. What bitter sarcasms will future ages of man- 
kind throw upon the people of this and past ages for res- 
pecting this book! . If the Bible be handed down to future 
ages, it will be from the wonder and astonisbment that must 
attend the idea of its having been the substance of the ido- 
latry of former ages! The Christians will bear no compat!- 
son in the eyes of future ages with the Pagans who preceded 


them. In fact, Christianity will never be hereafter looked 
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upon.in any other light, than our present view of fairy tales 
and witching powers. Its history will be deemed a fable, 
and a fable of the grossest kind. I can never feel the least 
pride in looking back upon my progenitors: and what future 
are to think of the present is yet to me inconceivable! 
What with the spirit of gin and other distilled liquors, and 
the spirit of the Gospel, the mass of the people of this Island 
are the most depraved. beasts that ever infested the earth. 
Rational! Rational they call themselves! But give me the 
reason of the horse, the ox, the dog, the cat, the swine; give 
me the company of these animals in preference to that of one 
half of the human wretches who bestialize themselves. Let 
any truly rational being stand in your gin shop one day, and 
ifhe does not blush for the vices and the beastliness of his 
species, then [ should blush for his feelings, or rather his 
failings. And these are all Christians!—‘ Arrah, by my 
soul, Pat, we are in a Christian Land, and so we'll have 
another quartern! dear! Mister Thompson! joy to you, 
come give us another of your best drops: give us gin in 
this life, and, by my faith, we'll drink the waters: of your 
Gospel in the next!” 

I think the writer of the book of Revelations must have 
been doatingly fond of something in the quality of your 
gin: and that you must have been in the clouds when you 
admitted it to be a*part of your revelation! I cannot com- 
ment upon it, [ drink no gin: but I recommend to you, that 
you take an extra glass some day, and, when in a spiritual 
rapture, gives us your comment upon it. It may form an 
admirable subject for discussion, when spirits run high 
among the visitors to your shop. 

There isa strong similarity between religion and spiritual 
liquors, as to the effects produced upon the manners, the dis- 
positions, and the intellects of mankind. I know no two 
things more alike in the effects which they produce.. Be it 
my study to dissuade from the use of both. 

paying a becoming tribute to Mr. Paine as a politi- 
cal writer, you say at page 35: “ I have not thus digressed 
from any political motive, but for the purpose of doing jus- 


* to a man as a politician, whose ignorance I am bound 


loexpose when he wrote on revealed religion—a subject 
Which he evident] y did not understand.” What consummate 
rbadence! You talk about Mr. Paine’s ignorance indeed! 

acknowledge that you have shaken his assertions, where 
ke about looking at creation for a revelation and a 
howledge of God. L acknowledge, that Mr. Paine, nor 
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any other person could answer you upon the ground yoy 
take there, that creation or nature demonstrates nothing 
about a God, or a revelation from a God. But, this js a 
wide difference from saying that he was er of the sub- 
ject of revealed religion. The object of Mr. Paine was not 
to travel further into the nature of things than was sufficient 
to overthrow your revealed religion. This he bas done in the 
most unanswerable manner: and you can only impeach the 
ground he takes by arguing with him Atheistically. His 
theological writings are a death blow to revealed religion. 

After stating the grounds upon whieh Deists attempt to 

rove the existence of a great first cause you observe: “ Mr. 
Paine himself would never have been able thus to reason, 
had not the Deity enlightened the world by revelation.” 
Pray then, bow did Socrates and Plato and Cicero reason 
about first causes? Book revelations were totally unknown 
in their days. 

Judging of the splendid ruins of Palmyra, of Balbec, and 
of many other cities, | think we have ample proofs to shew 
us, that these book revelations about God have done nothing 
but debase mankind. The ancient inhabitants of Greece, 
and of Asia throughout, must have been far superior to the 
grovelling wretches who have infested these soils since book 
revelations of God have existed among them. What do we 
see among the religious sects of Europe: what do we see in 
this Island; where there is a boast of religious toleration, 
and where revealed religion is supposed to produce its most 
powerfal effects? We can see nothing but a wretched and 
debased population, who are strangers to almost every high- 
minded sentiment and pleasurable sensation; we see a foul 
mass of human beings, really rendered inhuman by revealed 
religion, as devoid of moral sentiment as they are of the 
knowledge of the high destiny of their natures and the plea- 
sures of a well spent life! Continually miserable about their 
idol Gods and their future life, when they are free from the 
fumes of intoxicated liquors, the filth of their minds and their 
bodies. are alike. Feeding voraciously, where the means 
are possessed, upon other animals, and making their bodies 
to be machines for the generation of pain and disease, they 
lament their condition, and whut they owe to their own 
vices, they attribute to the sins of their progenitors and the 
unappeased wrath of their Gods! Such is a true picture of 
the effects of revealed religion, and the man who advocates 


it is the common termentor, the common murderer of his 
species! ry 
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Bat, to come to more close quarters with you, I will ask,- 
what revealed religion does reveal. What does it reveal of 
a God? What does. it reveal of a future life to man? It 
revealsnothing! You, who profess to receive a revealed 
religion know nothing more of a God than I, who reject that 
revelation: and L am proud to say that I know nothing. I[ 
know nothing—you know nothing—no man knows any 
thing of a God by book revelation, or any other revelation! 

Come, Sir, let us commune on this point. What does 
your revelation teach you? Does it describe your God so 
ag to enable you to discover him in the working of things? 
Does it give you that clue which you say the student in 
philosophy would want, when placed in a room with globes, 
orreries, prisms, electrifying machines, &c.? If it does, you 
of course can communicate that clue to me and to others. 
The globe, the orrery, the prism, is nothing of itself; but it 
tends to develope knowledge of actual existences and conti- 
nually refers you to visible objects. ‘Fhere is no delusion: with 
them. Does your revelation reveal any such knowledge? 
What are you the wiser for your Jew and Christian revela- 
tiou. books? Can: you learn any thing in them which you 
cannot learn without them? I[ say: no: and I challenge you 
to disprove my negative. 

The Jew Books mention a God Jehovah: he is depicted 
inevery ridiculous. form, and made an actor in the most ri- 
diculous circumstances: but, after you have read those books 
through what do you then know about Jehovah? Where will 
you look to fiud him ? By what criterion should you know 
him? Where dwells—what is he? 

In the first book of Genesis we read about a firmament 
and'a heaven, but after having read such revelation, what 
ate we the wiser for it? Where shall we find a firmament buton 
the'surface of some other planet, and which of those planets is 
tobethe future heaven? The sun, I expect, will be rather too 
hot;and Saturn rather too-cold!-¥ ou know, or ought to know 
- Sir,that the Jews wereso ignorant of astronomy, soignorant of 
‘every thing about them, as not to know that thesun, moon and 
slarsiwere globular masses of matter moving in etherial 
space; but to their gross senses, this etherial space appeared 
@chrystal substance, in which the studded ornaments were 

; tO move in panoramic view across the surface of 
whatthey supposed was the flat and square earth jutting 
out of a boundless’ ocean of water! This is the character of 

Sublime sketch of the creation which your Jew Books, 
your revealed religion. reveals. to us! If. man by his. own 
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study and industry, had not taught himself more than the 
Bible has taught him, he would be still as ignorant as the 
Jews were two thousand years ago. Real knowledge, cj. 
entific knowledge, has only been acquired, can only be ac- 
quired, by rejecting the Bible with merited contempt. {f 
you had trusted to your revealed religion for knowledge, 
you would not have known how to distil or to mix spirite. 
‘ ous liquors so as to have suited so pleasingly, the palates of 
the most depraved part of mankind. And bow you cap 
calculate on heaven, after administering so much to the vices 
of mankind on earth, is to me a paradox, upon your own 
statement of revealed religion! Gin and Gospel may mix 
well together; butsure | am, that you, with all your revela- 
tion, cannot associate them with morality or human happi- 
ness: and instead of their leading to a future life, they alike 
tend to shorten that which we have in possession! I will not 
deal with you for either. I have tasted your gin and dis. 
like it: your gospel I cannot swallow in any portion. 

It is a correct maxim, to say, that, man has no knowledge 
distinct from demonstration. All that he takes upon trust 
from hearsay is a speculation, for the truth of which he 
must wait until demonstration can be obtained. It is not 
knowledge until the speculaticen has the support of demon- 
stration. And,asI told my Chaplain, Surgeon, and Gaoler, 
a few days since, they are rogues who wish to compel us to 
support what is not demonstrated, and fools who do 80 
support it. 

The first serious question you put in your “‘ Evidences, &.” 
is at page 37. You ask for an adequate cause to account 
for the Jews having adhered to the belief of one God, for 
two thousand years, under all the vicissitudes that have be 
fallen them. My answer is—an established priestcraft—to 
which they cling the more as they are persecuted or sought 
to be driven from it. The conduct of the Irish Catholics is 
precisely the same, and so is the conduct of the Quakers. — 

The Jewish Religion teaches the Jews to look to their 
God when in adversity, and a promise of succour is held 
out to them. They have been, and the.mass of them still 
are, ignorant enough to cherish the customs and adbesions of 
their forefathers; and having been persecuted every where, 
when under Christian sway, they have been kept an isolated 
caste, as much from the ignorance and prejudice of the Chris- 
tians as from any superstitious customs of their own. The 
mass of Christians would feel as much abhorrence at being 
intermarried with a Jewish family, as the Jew would with 
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word altogether. It isa word invented by ignorance as q 
cover for ignorance; and knowledge scouts. it, bécause 
knowledge can demonstrate nothing by it. If the Jews 
could define any thing as their Jehovah, then your question 
would have a basis: but to seek a demonstrative auswer to 
an hypothetical question, is what knowledge and honesty 
never require. 

The chief cause of the first dispersion of the Jews was 
- that their borrid religion made them the enemies of all their 
neighbours, as it taught them the extermination and not the 
cotiversion of other sects. Had the Jews been dealt with 
as their history describes them to have dealt with other sects, 
they would have been all exterminated. But the abused 
Pagans, the Gentiles, were a people far more wise, more 
moral, and more humane, than this chosen people of the one 
God Jehovah, or his adopted people, the Christians, the re- 
vealed religionists. 

All the inhabitants of America, when first diseovered, had 
a much more sublime notion of the great spirit than ever 
the Jews bad; and these were a people who had no books 
among theni, no revealed religion! In that quarter of the 
world, Christianity bas done nothing more or less than debase 
the savage, and to destroy the happines of a people who 
were strangers to vice before it was introduced among them 
under the cloak of revealed religion. 

However; the cause adequate to the effect about which you 
enquire is, an established priestcraft which has beeu cherish- 
éd the more by meeting with oppression and disaster. You 
may trace causes and effects equally astounding with the 
Hindoos, with the Mahometans, with the Christians under 
the sway of the Mahometans, with the Roman Catholics 
and with the Quakers. The priaciple of Priestcraft is the 
- cause of the effect we see in each and all. None of the 
Pagans, of which you enquire for similar conduct, ever had 
so powerful and so strongly rivetted a syste mof priestcraft. 
The priestcraft among the Romans, the Grecians, the Chal 
deans, or the Egyptians, was very different to that amoug 
the Jews and Christians: no pretensions to books of reve 
lation among them were known, if we except the books 
of the Sibyls, which were not referred to but for importatl 
matters. The whole conduct of the Jews was regulated by 
the Priests, even to their evacuations! . 

Give the Jews all the rights of citizenship; wherever they 
dwell, and cease to persecute them as a sect, and the science 
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of the age will soon induce them to shake off the » 
riestcraft, to which they now cling, as to a com eae lg 


rsecution. 
As to the parts of the Old and New Testament which are 


called prophecies respecting the present stat 
there is thus much to be said for am dent path 
Separate from itself, the Bible has n 
cords to support the tales which are founda re “, 
poauthentic bistory of the Jews, as to their origin and a 
gress.as a distinct society: and we know nothing more tha : 
that, they were captives to the Persians, captives to the 
Grecians, and captives to the Romans. Prior to the P ‘ 
sian captivity, their history is lost: for, the whole of the 
Bible is evidently a work of a later compilation athe b 4 
connection of traditionary tales that were as common am ’ 
evety other people in Asia as among the Jews. The saad 
authentic, and ia fact the only authentic part of the hi a 
of the Jews, I take to be the books of Ezra, Nehem: maar 
Maccabees, and Josephus’s history of the wars chiens - 
ee as ere beyond these books do I 
ve of them. e book of Genesis is wholl 
of frivolous tales. ‘The book of E te PT 
of fr ; xodus h 
. history, by any other piece of history ; ani yin . 
said forall the other historical books of the Old T , 4 
pro we pte srs of the Old Testament bedi 
ccumulated during the Persi Vi 
we haveno proof that the J sim: nities sabe thin “ < ok : 
pits what they called their sacred scri in ‘abtil 
“a tem oe to the Grecian eutinity ea 
; ures, their revealed religi no i ‘ 
seiailiens any other people, until apy Ne i a 
seed see 0m upon it. The celebrated Pialdane aoe 
sidiinies exandrian Library, got their books translated 
ot thie eae but it is evident, that, the translation 
wed vealed religion into the Greek tongue made no i 
oops him, or aay ‘pne belonging to him. He, ial 
¥, knew the foundation of the paliry tales he f d 
te epee was seen by him but as a sort of reer 
iia tone such a similarity in the sound of the re rs 
and Jehovah, that there can be no question but th 
vale one from ‘the other, or both from some si er 
via The difference, is only that diff monn 
hie etditte ifference of expression 
SPROW, without oa nations apply to the same letters. I 
, ut fear of any thing, that there are not, that 
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there never were, any such Gods in existence, as ancients 
or moderns have ever dreamt of! 

You cannot prove the contrary of what | state: jf you 
can you will do it: and it follows fronr tbat Statement, that 
what you call prophecies of the dispersion of the Jews were 
written after they were so dispersed. Their system of 

riestcraft will account for every thing else. 

Prediction beyond a calculation of the consequences of ex. 
isting circumstances is what no reasonable man will admit 
fora moment. Before such a thing can be thought of, it js 
first necessary to prove that a higher order of intelligence 
than that found in man does exist. Physical causes will ac- 
count for every matter connected with the real history of the 
Jews: but you-have no discernible physical causes nor any 
other kind of canses, to justify the pretence of real predic. 
tion, beyond a view of existing circumstances. I challenge 
you to produce any one prediction relating to the Jews, 
unwarranted by the circumstance which existed when the 
pretended prediction was put forth. 

In yourexamination of the evidences of revealed religion, 
you profess to proceed philosophically: but you proceed 
erroneously throughout, and no where philosophically. You 
demonstrate effects, and content yourself with inventing 
causes for them. Philosophy does not warrant this. It re- 
quires first, that you demonstrate a real effect: it justifies 
you then in tracing the cause of that effect: but it also re- 
quires, that you demonstrate the cause as well as the effect. 

Unless you do this, you do nothing. You are not wat- 
ranted in inventing alleged causes, unaided by any kind of 
demonstration: but, as every effect you can demonstrate is 
visible and physical, so also are you required to exhibit vi- 
sible and physical causes. This you have not done, this 
you cannot do upon your system of theology. The pmn- 
ciples of theology are the principles of human ignorance: 
demonstration is no where attached to them: and I chal- 
lenge the whole human race to prove an atom of trutb con- 
nected with the word religion, or even with the word God. 
Priests or philosophers who advocate either of those words 
stand forth: an illiterate or wholly self-educated combatant 
throws down the gauntlet before you, and challenges you to 

-the defence of that which you call a matter of the first 1 
portance tomankind. I also view it as a-matter of the frst 


importance to mankind: but you to preserve it, and | to 
destroy it! | 
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My plan both of attack and defence, will be, that no alleged 
cause is an adequate cause to an effect but a cause demon- 
strable. It is asimple task: and if | live a few years longer, 
| pledge myself to the extirpation of that vice religion, 
wherever my tongue, my pen, or printing press can reach. I 
will stop the chiming of those dull bells which now annoy 
me, and seem to say to Christian dupes: “ COME FEED THE 
parests!” They are the signals of the practice of idolatry ; 
the tocsins for plunder; and public good requires their de- 
molition. 

At page 82, you say: “Let the enemies to revelation 
abide by the rules I have laid down, and answer my ques- 
tions fully and fairly; and I pledge myself, if it shall please 
God to spare my life, to answer every question they can 
propose against revealed religion, however trifling it may be, 
or acknowledge myself mistaken.” 

You, yourself, Sir, can give no better answer to your 
questions than I have given: none more satisfactory: and 
the question which I will put:to you is, what do you know 
of that word God which you profess to worship. If you 
cansatisfactorily answer that question, you can answer 
every thing else that may be put to you: if you cannot 
answer that, you can answer nothing. . 

I'may very well stop bere, and say, I have refuted you; 
for, if you can demonstrate nothing relating to the first prin- 
ciples of your religion, in vaiu may you attempt to defend the 
secondary principles. The pith of your book is the asking for 
causes adequate to effects sieieced other than the causes as- 
signed.. The real causes are those of delusion: and that de- 
lasion bas prodaced effects as great as those you mention. The 
whole history of mankind, the whole of the present race of 
mankind bear witness. The religion of the Christian is not 
morédeeply impressed than the religion of the Jews; these than 
the religion of the Mahometan: this than the religion of the 
Hindoo: and the variation: and succession of religions, is a 
eet that all are founded in error. Had a God ex- 

‘ed, as you teach, and such a powerful being as you im- 
agise revealed himself to mankind through human language, 

would certainly have done it by more efficient means 

teligion has produced among mankind! 

You, the Freethinking. Christians, look upon yourselves 
as the only real Christians; but what do we see in you as a 
sect? A handful of men who had enough of ‘intelligence to 

at the dogmas of other sects; but who also had enough 
ofadesite for power and ‘deception, to set up a new system 
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of their own! You may have existed as a sect better than 
twenty years, .and all the progress you have made with your 
real Christianity has been, to bave series of bickerings 
among your members, and already a division and open 
hostility! I doubt whether you can count a thousand prose. 
lytes! Religion can never produce any thing better, where 
intelligence of any degree operates upon it. You are no 
more respected by other sects of Christians than myself: 
and you will do well at once to discard all doctrines which 
relate to words not relating to things. You will do well at 
once to war with every species of superstition, and turn your 
“ House of God” into a School of Science, a Temple of 
Reason. If yousellGinin oneshop, you willdo well to moral- 
ize with your customers in another, and dissuade them from 
the use of this vigour-destroying liquor. 

[ object to your Freethinking Christianity, more from its 
tendency to extend and continue sectarianism, than from 
any effect your doctrines can produce in the way of prose- 
lytizing. Those who reach your shop, are not many paces 
from mine: and against the charms of my Temple, you 
cannot obdurate them. 

Since you saw me in the Court of King’s Bench, my 
imprisonment bas been counteracted by a research on 
my part, which will more than repay me for it. I have 
discovered that religion whether revealed or natural is 
wholly immoral. I have discovered that morality can- 
not be morally associated with religion. I see that sec- 
tarianism ptoduces nothing but discord in society: that 
it not only cramps the energies of individuals, but of 
nations; and that every sect has equally bad foundation. 
lf any imperative necessity for keeping up a religion 
could be shown upon moral grounds, J would instanlly 
subscribe to the support of the Roman Cathoiic, or that sys- 
tem where the Priests settled ali disputes. Any thing is bet- 
ter than that horrid sectarianisw which has emanated from 
what is called the reformation. But that reformatian was 
only the progress: the end must be, to come where Jam. | 
see that religion can be well dispensed with: that mankind 
would be wiser and better without it! I see that it is the 
main cause of the continuance of absolute power, of wals 
and all the robberies which industry sustains at the hands 
of- idleness! 1 see that it destroys the mental powers ° 
mankind and retards the progress of those sciences, to which 
alone mankind may look for increased happiness. God av 
science cannot exist together! Science, I saw apd said neat four 


» 





-~- eh hos hh UL7lCtC OO ULUC Ke lC CO eee CU eS as Oe 


a.  _— = 69h fw esl elle 











THE REPUBLICAN. 273 


ears.ago was, the much, dreaded Anti-Christ, and that 
Christianity must fall before it. ‘This is. the real state of the 
_ Science demonstrates all that it touches—religion de- 
a nothing as.a cause, but every species of evil as 
al € ct. : * 
_Jinyite the Freethinking Christians to become the. ad- 
vocates of free inquiry, which they are not at present. They 
like the Unitarians, have a creed anda cede, the vali, 
dity of which they will not allow .to be questioned. I in- 
vite them to be moralists, to be men of science, to trust _no- 
thing.to book revelations, which they find unwarrantable, 
whep they refer to the nature of the existences they see 
about them. I invite them to cease to be sectarians, to throw 
open, the doors. of their House of God and proclaim it a re- 
eeptacle for the advocates of free and fair discussion, upon 
all subjects that interest mankind. 

Ou political grounds we approach very near to each other. 
You, | know, would not dispute with me, that the existing 
oy bag of this country is preferable to a legislation 
by the Representatives of the People, and a magisirac 
founded on the same principle. No man will dispute this 
point, -when he understands it fairly, and when his private 
interest is not concerned. 

Instead of drawing.a hundred persons every Suuday to 
= oe — discoursing upoa what you positively 

W uothing at all about, how much more useful Id 
it be to lecture to them upon the sciences, and exhibit to 
them the powers and properties of matter by different scien- 
lific experiments? You may shew them scientifically, how 
the use of Gin though it may produce a momentary excite- 
ment, a momentary vivacity, always produces a more than 
proportionate degree of langour: which, when often repeat- 
ed, becomes a disease, the very medicine for which (Gin) 
exaggerates whilst it seems to abate, until the patient hurries 
through-a wretched life into a premature grave. It is a 
medicine that generates it own disease and kills as it cures! 
 Ithardly becomes me to complain of you as a sect on 
my own account; but various rumours have reached 
me, since [ have been in this Gaol, that you ratber ap- 
pland than reprobate the persecutions | have received, by 
your discourses and manners. I am told, that both divi- 
ere arvont sect openly discourage all sympathy towards 
bo icaag baa the persecutions of the Carliles are 
weuhet Worthy of notice nor mention. But, can you tell 
ne ¢Cauy kind of death that is worse than a lingering. tor- 

Oo. 2, Vol. Vill. 
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ture; and can you tell me of any lingering torture that js 
worse than an undefined imprisonment? I can now say by 
experience, and from my knowledge of what life aud death 
js, that neither crucifixion, nor beheading, nor Starvation, 
nor burning, nor drowning; nor hanging, is half so bad in 
the scale of pain and terror, as an unlimited long and close 
imprisonment. 1 find my nerves begin to shake, and my 
muscles to relax, from close and unwholesome confinement, 
and under my present prospects, was I not sure that [ can 
make my life useful to my family and to others by protiact. 
ing it even in prison, J would put a stop to tt immediately, 
I have lately seen one Crown Debtor, who has not been in the 
Gaol above a year, sink under the terror of his prospects 
and die by the visitation of God, as the Jury and Coroner 
say; but whose grief and despondency brought him a fit of 
apoplexy, to my knowledge. 

Ido not court your favour or countenance. You will 
see that I shall yet do well without it. I feel a moral supe- 
tiority over you in principles; and all I desire is, to put you 
on your defence, as to the nonsense you teach and preach 
about God and revealed religion. 

RICHARD CARLILE. 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Batley Carr, near Dewsbury, 
August 22, 1823. 
EstEeMeD Fettow Citizen, 

I wave the pleasure to transmit to you, the sum of £5., being the 
joint subscription of a few of your friends and admirers in Dews- 
bury and its vicinity; who, again anxious to identify themselves 
with you, beg your acceptance of this small token of that respect 
which is due to you from every lover of truth and liberty, as @ 
means of assisting you in the prosecution of that great cause, In 
which you have so nobly, so undauntedly, undertaken, the cause 
of humanity. A cause, the consummation of which, is no less 
than the emancipation of the whole human race from the degrad- 

ing and tyrannic grasp of kingcraft and priestcraft. 
ow, my friend, let me congratulate you on the success and 
advancement of that cause, considering the age we live in. Let 
me intreat you to continue to analyze religion and morality; and 
to persevere in this Herculean task, and the revilings of the ign 
rant and bigoted; the calumny and sophistry of the priests; the 
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malice and persecution of the interested. For be assured, Sir, 
though you have to contend against the united efforts of a whole 
host of venal, quibbling, and anathematising priests; with a tribe 
of corrupt, corrupting, and cohsequently quacking politicians: 
though, I say you have all this mass of interest and prejudice to 
contend with, the day is fast approaching when mankind will 
rightly appreciate your talents ; hee generations, yea nations yet 
unborn, will applaud your conduct and duly estimate your la- 
bours. : 

This brings to my memory an idea that has often occurred to 
me of the comparative fame of a priest and a philosopher. What 
now, I would ask, is thought of the priests of ancient Greece and 
Rome? Sunk into silent oblivion! Behold the contrast! The . 
names of Aristotle, Socrates; and Plato, of Cicero, Pliny, and 
Tacitus, still illumine the literary world, as so many suns to guide 
us in the path-of nature. Go on then intrepid Champion of the 
Rights of Man, and never relax in your efforts till Falsehood's 
trade shall be as hateful and unprofitable as that of Truth is now. 

By the desire of a few friends, I was to have impressed upon 
you the necessity of devoting a little of your “ durance vile,” to’ 
the study and composition of an ethical treatise. But, as:you 
have given notice, in your ‘‘ Republican,” of publishing a period- 
ical work, to be entitled ‘‘ The Moralizer:” I am desired to state, 
that we highly approve of your plan, and that we think it will be 
the very work that was. wanted to expose and paint the vices of 
the present age in their true colours. Therefore it only remains 
forme to say, that we are anxiously waiting for its appearance. 

Wishing: you and your heroic Sister, a speedy release from your 
Christian Inquisition Prison, I remain yours, &c. on behalf of the 
Subscribers, 

| JOSEPH NICHOLSON. 


Bi a yar 
John Dickinson, who ex- ._ Two. Friends 0 6 
posed Mr. Oliver's spy William Kilburn, a true Re- 
system, third Subscription 20 0 pub.ican — 1 0 
apeagge 5 0 J. Windle . 1 0 
rance 5 0 M. Hemingway, a Friend to 
Thomas Kitson, a Christian, Mary age Carlile 5 0 
but an Enemy to Priest- Whatever R. Carlile may say, 
craft 1 0 Christianity never perse- 
Samuel Laycock 1 0 cuted any man, woman, or 
Samuel Dunderdale 0 6 child, so believes, and so 
ree Discussion 1 0 asserts, J. W. i Oo 
Idle, an Indepen- A Radical 1 0 
a ist 0 6 A Friendtoa Persecuted Fe- 
Are Matthews 5 6 | male 1 6 
Enemy atl an eS an St aah . : 
¢ an hereditar ‘homas Armitage, sen. 
Monarchy yg Ditto, 9. jun. 1 0 
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A Friend to Liberty _ 

An Enemy to Priestcratt 

Marshell Brogdin 

An Enemy to Priestcraft 

John Care 

M. Booth, a Friend to. the 
benign influence of philo- 
sophy, because it is eradi- 
cating religious avimosity, 
and fanatical feuds from 
the human mind; and an 
enemy to Priests because 
it is their interest to keep 
them alive 

Two Females who feel for 
| cuted innocence 

John Ambler 

Benjamin Willson 

George Swindin 

Thomas Fox 

John Day 

It wont do 

George Willson 

Samuel Lawton 

John Medley 

J. Thundercliffe 

James Horsfall 

A. Saxton, a Friend to Liber- 
ty 

Zedekiah Illingworth, a Friend 
to Religious Liberty ~ 

John Dews, a Friend vo Li- 
berty 

Richard Squires 

A Friend to Civil and Reli- 
gious Liberty 
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A Radical 

John Eyre 

George Wate 

A Friend to Free Discussion 

J. B., who thinks persecution 
for matters of opinion is 
the essence of tyranny 

Joseph Waliis 

Joseph Breare 

Edward Newsom 

Monarchy — Primogeniture- 
ship, and Priestcratt, the 
sources of human misery 

A Female Republican 

An Enemy to the Bishop of 
Clogher’s Christianity 

No hereditary King 

A Lover of Truth 

A Female Reformer 

John Greenwood 

From one who abhors Priest- 
craft and Pulpit preaching 

One who loves Christianity, 
but not the Bishop of 
Clogher 

John ilepworth, an Enemy 
to Religious Persecution 

A Friend to the Liberty of 
Conscience 

John France 

B. Milnes, a true Radical 

A Female, a Friend to per- 
secuted Innocence 

A Friend 

Thomas Bycroft, Bouling, 
near Bradford 
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TO MR. JOSEPH NICHOLSON, DEWSBURY. 


CirizeEn, 





Dorchester Gaol, August 30, 1823. 
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- THE spirit of my Y orkshire Friends isinexhaustible and never 
found languishing. The support to which you have so fully 
contributed has not only kept me on my legs, but bas really 
placed me in a very conspicuous point of view, with a for- 
midable attitude and an unshaken spirit: with a cause no! 
to be conquered, and with principles that put our enemies 
to shame as well as to fear. Experience has proved to ™ 


that I could have done nothing without your support. It 
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was the long lists of names, I have received from different 
places, that rekindled in me the flame of defiance, and gave 
me the courage to go forth again and meet the enemy. I 
feel now that I bave conquered, and that I am actually pur- 
suing a beaten enemy. So confident do I feel in the strength 
" of our cause, that I shall not allow an opponent to rest, 
he shall defend himself, «qmefly or submit. 

But let me now say, at the proper time, that you have 
done enough, and that you will see me advance in the most 
pleasing manner upon the strength of what. you have done. 

The principles we advoeate have a foundation in the pub- 
lic good, and the full support of the people will be sure to 
attend them, as far as ever they are understood. Privileged 
classes may and will complain, but we must heed them 
not: their good and their interest is not the public God. 
They who labour usefully, we support: they alone who live 
upon that labour unjustly, we condemn. 


R. CARLILE. 





TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





EstREMED C1TIZEN, Bath, August 20,, 1823. 
We met last month to celebrate the Anniversary of American In- 
dependence and the good effects of ‘‘ Common Sense” when used 
by an oppressed people; and when so met, we could not forget 
what you were imprisoned for, and what you were struggling to 
accomplish, as the following list will show. We kept back the 
remittance; under the hope of an early expected visit from Mrs. 
Carlile; but finding that she has been unexpectedly detained in 
Manchester through sickness, we forward our contribution for 
your more early use. It is a renewed pledge-of our devotion to 
the cause you are advocating; for look where we will we can find 
no-better, no more righteous cause to support. On behalf of the 

IDeTS, 


I am truly Yours, 
WILLIAM PAINE. 


John Barry, do. 


Leonard Saunders, Materialist 3° 0 
. . 6° J. Brittan, do. 

~ 

0 


Joseph’ Owen, do 
J. Bickell, do. 
William Paine, do. 
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John Kiddle, do. 5 0 J. King, an Enemy to King 
John Denman 1 0 and Priestcraft 1 0 
James Platt 1 0 ‘Thomas Gannatt 2 0 
William Nott 1 0 Mr. Porter 0 % 
Samuel Harrison, brother Mr.- Harv 0 6 

chip 1 0 Mr. Abrabams 10 
A Friend to the Oppressed 1 6 

| = 
TO MR. WILLIAM PAINE, BATH. 
CiTIzeEN, Dorchester Gaol, August 30, 1823. 


Your continued support is animating, and your sympathy 
is felt in its full force. I may-be proud of my imprisonment 
if it were but for the knowledge of the hundreds of stedfast 
friends it has brought around me. 

My persecutors never calculated upon the effects that per- 
secation was to produce! They thought that what had 
been done before might be done again; and so blindfolded 
they went to work: but what have they done? They have 
Shaken the very foundation of the system they desired: to 
support, and they tremble at the thought and the prospect 
of a speedy crash from the loosened materials—or | should 
ther say—the immaterials. 

My respects are cheerfully offered to all my Bath Friends, 
with my thanks for this further support. 

pagal ane ~~ R. CARLILE. 


i 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN. 





Sir, August 22, 1823. 

I FEEL obliged by the letter signed J. Watson, in No. 2, Vol. 8, 
of “ The Republican,” in answer to a letter of mine, which ap- 
peared in No. 24, Vol. 7, of that publication. I should have re- 

slyed to Mr. W.’s letter svoner, but only getting ‘‘ The Repub- 

ican” once a.month I was not enabled to do so. 

_ T assure Mr. W. that I have not the least objection to recall the 
little monosyllable 1s which I made use of in my former letter, and 
to substitute the words i¢ appears to me in its + hy I agree with 
him, that those words would have been a better mode of expres- 
sion, in the cases he points out. 

Mr. W. agrees with me that there are many things im nature 
































ghich appear to be the effect of a designing power, but he thinks 
that appearances are fallacious; and he hints that I, 
or some one else, holding similar opinions to myself, ought to 
prove that they are not deceptive: (I think I am justified in put- 
ting that construction upon the words he. has used near the bot- 
tom of page 56). But I beg leave to observe, that as he has ad- 


mitted. that the cases I have alluded to, appear to be the effect of 


a designing power; I think I am justified in considering them to 
be so, till itis shewn to the contrary. 

Mr. W. wishes me, before he replies to what I have said about 
planetary motions, to state candidly, whether I consider the de- 
signing power, which I have spoken of, to proceed from a material 
or an immaterial cause, to which I answer, that hitherto I have 
considered the cause immaterial; but I wish to be considered a 
learner, rather than an instructor on this subject. 

My present progress in knowledge teaches me that a body 
moving in a curved line must necessarily be acted upon by more 
than one impulse; the planets move in curved lines, I, therefore, 
consider that they are acted upon by more than one force; the 
force of gravity I believe to be a natural property belonging to all 
bodies, but I cannot trace the. projectile force of planets to any 
thing else than an almighty designing power, if Mr. W. can shew 
that it is not so, he will confer a favour on, 

Sir, yours &c. 
I. G. 
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OF THE BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


ADDRESSED TO THE BELIEVERS IN THE BOOK CALLED THE 
SCRIPTURES. 





Tae New Testament contains twenty-seven books, of which 
four.are called Gospels; one called the-Acts of the Apos- 
les; fourteen.called Epistles of Paul; one of James; two 
of Peter; three of John; one of Jude; one called the Re- 
velation. . Oe 

None of those books have the appearance of being) writ- 
ten by the persons whose name they bear, neither do we know 
Who the authors were. They come to us on no other au- 
thority than the church of Rome, which the Protestant 
Priests, especially those of New England, call the Whore of 
Babylon. This church, or, to-use their own. vulgar lan- 
Buage, this Whore, appointed sundry Councils to be held, 
to.compose creeds for the people, and to regulate church 
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affairs... Two of the principal of these: Councils were that 
of Nice, and of Laodicea, (names of the: places where the 
councils were held) about three hundred and fifty years 
after the time that Jesus is said to bave lived. Before this 
time there was no such book as the New Testament. But 
the church could not well go on without having something 
to shew, as the Persians shewed the Zendavesta, revealed, 
they say, by God to Zoroaster; the Bramins of. India, the 
Shaster, revealed, they say by God to Bruma, and given 
to him out of a dusky cloud; the Jews, the books they call 
the Law of Moses, given ‘they say .also: out. of. a, cloud on 
Mount Sinai; the church set about forming a code for itself 
out.of such materials as it could find or pick up. But where 
they got those materials, in what language they were written, 
ot whose band writiag they were, or whether they were 


originals or copies, or on what authority they stood, we’ 


know nothing of, nor does the New Testament tell us. The 
eburch was resolved to bave a New Testament and as after 
the lapse of more than three hundred years no handwriting 
could be proved or disproved, the church, which like former 
impostors, had then gotten possession of the state, had every 
thing its own way. I[t invented creeds, such as that called 
the. Apostles Creed, the Nicean Creed, the Athanasian Creed, 
and out of the loads of rubbish that were presented, it voted 
four to be Gospels, and others to be Epistles as we now find 
them arranged. 

Of those called Gospels above forty were presented, each 
pretending to be genuine. Four only were voted in, and ev- 
titled, the Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Gospel ac- 
cording to St. Mark. The Gospel according to St. Luke. 
The Gospel according to St. John. 

This word according shews that those books have not 
been written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, but ac- 
cording to some accounts or traditions, picked up concern- 
ing them. The word according means agreeing with, and 
necessarily includes the idea of two things, or two persous. 
We cannot say, The Gospel written by Matthew according 
to Matthew; but we might say, the Gospel of some other 
person, according to what was reported to have been the 
opinion of Matthew. Now we do not. know who those 
other persons were, nor whether what they wrote accorded 
with any thing that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John might 
have said. There is too little evidence, and too much con- 
trivance about those books to merit credit. 

The next book after those called Gospels, is-that called the 
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felsof the Apostles. This book is anonymous; neither do the 
Councils that compiled or contrived the New Testament 
tell. us how they came by it., The church to supply this 
defect, says it was written by Luke, which shews that the 
church and its priests have not compared that called the 
Gospel according to St. Luke, and the acts together, for the 
twocontradict each other.. The book. of Luke, chap. 24, 
makes Jesus ascend into heaven the very, same. day that, it 
makes him rise from the dead. The book of Acts, chap. i, 
ver. 3, says, that he remained on the earth forty days after 
bis crucifixion. There is no believing what either of. them 
agBed dei) on a0 , 
The next to the book of acts is thatentitled “‘ The Epistle 
ofPaul the Apostle * to the Romans.” This is not an Kpis- 
eorletter, written by. Paul or signed by him. It is an 
Epistle, or letter, written. by a person who signs himself 
Tertins, and sent it as it is said at the end, by a servant 
womancalled Phebe. ‘The last chapter, ver. 22; says, “1 
Tertius, who wrote this Epistle, salute you.” Who ‘Tertius 
orPhebe were, we know nothing of. The Epistle is not 
dated. The whole of it is written in the first. person, and 
that-person is‘Tertius, not Paul, But it suited the church 
to\ascribe. it to. Paul. . There is no thing in it that is in- 
teresting except it be to contending and wrangling sectaries. 
ee metaphor of the potter and, the clay is in the 
chap. 3. 
The next, book is entitled: ‘* The first Epistle of Paul ithe 
Apostle, to the Corinthians.”’>This, like the former, is not an 
epistleswritten by Paul, nor signed by him. The conclusion 
oftheepistle says, “* The first epistle to the Corinthians was 
writtetw from Philippi, by Stephenas.and Fortunatus and 
Achieus ‘and Timotheus.”| The second epistle entitled, 
“The second Epistle of Paul the Apostle, to the Corinthians,” 
is Inthe same case with the first. The conclusion of it says, 
“Itwas written’ from Philippi, a city of Macedonia, by 
Titus and Lucas.” 
A’ question»may arise upon these cases, which is,.are 
“¢ persons the writers. of the epistles originally, or are 
the writers and attestors of copies sent to the councils 
whocompiled the codeor canon of the New Testament? If 
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: According to the criterion of the church, Paul was not an apostle ; 
‘Appellation bein given only to those called the twelve. “Iwo sailors 
ae to a man of war got into dispute upon this point, whether Paul 
decker = or not, and they ed to refer it to the Boatswain, who 
canonically that Paul w 


vas an acting apostle but. not rated, .., 
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the epistles had been dated this question could be decided. 
but in either of the cases the evidences of Paul’s hand writ. 
ing and of their being written by bim is wanting, aud there. 
fore there is no authority for calling them Epistles of Pay, 
We know not whose Epistles they were, nor whether they 
are genuine or forged. 

The next is entitled, “‘ The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to 
the Galatians.” It contains six short chapters, yet the writer 
of it says, chap. vi. ver. 11. ‘* Ye see how large a letter | 
have written to you with my own hand.” If Paul wasthe writer 
of this it shews he did not accustom himself.to write long 
epistles; yet the epistle to the Romans, and the first to the 
Corinthians contains sixteen chapters each. The second to 
the Corinthians, and that to the Hebrews thirteen chapters 
each. There is something contradictory in these matters. 
But short‘as the epistle to the Galatians is, it does not car- 
ry the appearance of being the work or composition of one 
person, The fifth chap. ver. 2,says, ‘‘ If ye be circumcised 
Christ shall avail you nothing.” It does not say circumcision 
shall profit you nothing, but Christ shall profit you uothing. 
Yet in the sixth chap. ver. 15, it says, “ For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision availeth any thing nor uncircun- 
sion but a new creature.” © These are not reconcileable 
passages nor can contrivance make them so.. The conclu- 
sion of the epistle says, it was written from Rome, but it is 
not dated, nor is there any signature to it, neither do the 
compilers of the New Testament say how they came by it. 
We are in the dark upon all these ‘matters. 

“The next is entitled. “The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to 
the Ephesians.” This like that of the Galatians, contains 
six short chapters, but Paul isnot the writer. The concla- 
siou of it says, ‘* Written from Rome unto the Ephesians 
by Tychicus.” | : | 

The next is entitled, ‘“‘ The Epistle of Paul the Apostie 
to the Philippians.” This Epistie contains but four short 
chapters, and occupies only four octavo pages. But of this, 
short as it is, Paul is not the writer. The conclusion of tt 
says, “ It was written to the Philippians from Rome, by 
Epaphroditus.” It is not dated. Query, were those meu 
who-wrote and signed those Epistles, journeymen A postles 
who undertook to write in Paul’s name, as Paul is said to 
have preached in Christ’s name? 

The next is entitled, “The Epistle of Paul the A postle, to 
the Colossians.” This Epistle like the former, contains only 
four short chapters, but Paul is not the writer. Doctor 
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Luke is spoken of in this Epistle as sending his compliments. 
« [uke, the beloved physician, and Demas greet you.” 
Chap.-4, ver. 14. It does not say a word about his writing 


any Gospel. The conclusion of the Epistle says, “Written 


that those who are already dead shall rise, he adds, chap. 4, 
ver. 17, “Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
eaught up with them into the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air, and so shall we be ever with the Lord.” Such detected 
lies as these ought to fill priests with confusion, when they 
preach such books to be the word of God. These two 

istles are said, in ‘the conclusions of them, to be written 
from Athens.: They are without date or signatures. 

The‘next four Epistles are:private letters. Two of them 
areto Timothy, one to Titus, one to Philemon. Who they 
were nobody knows. | 

The first to Timothy contains six short chapters, and is 
said tovbe written from Laodicea. ‘It is without date or 
signature.’ Thesecond to Timothy contains four short chap- 
ters. It is said to be written from Rome, and is ‘without 
date ‘on ‘signature. © The Epistle to Titus contains three 
chapters: ‘It is said to be written from Nicopolis in Mace- 
douia.» It is: without date or signature. ‘I'he Epistle to 
Philemon contains. one chapter. It is said to be written 
fiom Rome by Onesimus. It is without date. 

The last: Epistle ascribed to Paul is entitled, “ The Epis- 
tle of Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews.” It contains thirteen 
chapters, and is said in the conclusion to be written from 
Italy, by Timothy. This Timothy (according to the con- 
clusion of the Epistle called the second Epistle of Paul 
fo Timothy) was bishop of the church of the Ephesians, 
and consequently this is not'an Epistle of Paul. : 

On what slender cob-web evidence do the priests and 
Professors of the Christian religion hang their faith! The 
same degree of hear say evidence, and that at a third and 

ith hand, would not in a court of justice, give a man 
stitle toa cottage, and yet the priests of this profession pre- 
Sumptuously promise their deluded followers the kingdom of 
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Heaven: Avlittle reflection would teach men that those book; 
are not to be trusted to; that so far from there being any proof 
‘that: they are the word of God, it is unknown who the Wri- 
ters of them were, or at what time they were written, within 
three hundred years after the reputed authors are ‘said to 
have lived. It is not the interest of priests, who get thei; 
liviog by them, to examine into the insufficiency of the evi. 
dence upon) which those books were received by the Popish 
councils who compiled the New Testament. But if Messrs. 
linn and Mason. would occupy themselves upon. this :syb- 
ject (it signifies not which side they take, for the event will 
be the same) "they would be better employed than they 
were last. presidential election, in writing jesuitieal  election- 
eering:pamphiets. The very name of a priest attaches sus- 
picion on to-it the instant he becomes a dabbler in party po- 
litices. » The New England priests set themselves up to 
govern the state, and they are falling into contempt for so 
doing. Men who have their farms and their several occu- 
tions to follow, and havea common interest with their 
neighbours:in the public prosperity_and tranquillity of their 
country, neither want nor chose to be told by a priest who 
they shall vote for, nor how they shall conduct their tempo- 
ral concerns. : ; 
‘ The cry of the priests; that the Church is in danger, is the 
ery of men who do not understand the interest of their own 
eraft, for instead of exciting alarins and apprehensions for- 
its safety; as they expect it excites suspicion that the foun- 
dation isnot sound, and that it is necessary to take down 
and: build it on a surer foundation. Nobody fears for the 
safety of a mountain, but.a billock of sand may be washed 
away! Blow then,:O ye. priests, “the Trumpet in Zion,” 
for the Hillock is in danger: 
2 | THOMAS PAINE. 








REMARKS ON'A PASSAGE OF PAUL IN THE 9TH CHAPTER 
') OF ROMANS, 18TH VERSE; AND POLLOWING. 
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PAUL, in speaking of God, says, ‘* Therefore hath he mercy 
on whom he will have mercy, and on whom he will he 
hardeneth,—Thon wilt then say, why.doth-he yet find. fault? 
for who hath resisted his will?—Nay, but who art thou, 0 
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man, tbat repliest against God? § mayo 
io him that formed it, why hast nou auayale rere say 
sot the potter power over the clay of cree ere thus? Hath 
make one vessel unto honour and another same lump, to 
| shall leave it to Calvinists and Univ — dishonour?” 
about these expressious, and to oppose cn mst to: wrangle 
by other passages from other books of the Old. a them, 
tament. I shall go tothe root at once, and neal ome 
¢ is presumption'and see Arm the whole 
cause it’pretends to know the private be- 
nonsense, because the cases it states, as mind of Ged: and 
no became in them, and are opposi se a cases, have 
first expression says, “‘ teas Da tle ee 
etek te Ltn se = rear = he (God) mercy 
eth.” As this is ascribing to the sttsibate " win he harden- 
at the expence of the attribute of his sti cee epee 
in the justice of God, disbelieve the a I, as a believer 
Predestinarians, of which the lo saan ae of Paul. The 
peat to acknowledge but one pene aul was one, ap- 
power, which may not improperly Sars eye sowy: A 
attribute. The Deists, in adds ae, e called the physicad 
ae se those of justice eer nS tine peng 
n the next ve ; _ 
ile is called a gic eagle mem into what in vulgar 
sense and sophistry ; for istvin mate = mane Shaimemne een 
UNA Elod beth tnsecy da whenn we wilh baveonerey, 
and whom he will he hardeneth,” he felt pi ‘ithe ity «be 
was in, and the objection ‘ e difficulty be 
anticipates, by cede mae ee erpran: which he 
doth he (God ) yet Sodfauit?. ¢ wilt SAY then unto me, Why 
Nay, but, O man, who art th or who:hath resisted his will? 
This neither answering th ou, that repliest against God!” 
It is down io . 2 e question, nor explaining the case. 
the right yuibbling and shuffli ff 
proper retort upon bim w ing off the question, and 
but who art thou be ae 7 would have been, -‘ Nay, 
od's place!” Paul hedter, » Paul, that puttest thyself-in 
[ae 
ade me thus?” “Yes, if the thi “tet: it, why hast thou 
Speak, it would say it. But ing felt itself hart, and could 
hheulty of speech, the su as pots and pans have not the 
putting nonsense in the ova of such things speaking, is 
even to admit of a an : ia Pla nee ee 
Pe vs toed will robert gy. It-shews to what wretehed 
“Paul, ' 
sou the eet he lovolves — and the more he tries to rea- 
es himself, and the more ridiculous 
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he appears. “Hath not, says he, the potter power over the 
clay of the same lamp, to make one.vessel unto honour, and 
another unto dishonour?” In this metaphor, and a most 
wretehed one it is,,Paul makes the potter to represent God: 
the lump of clay, the whole human race; the vessels unto 
honoar, those souls ‘on whom he bath mercy because he 
will have merey;” and the vessels unto dishonour, those 
souls, ‘“‘ whom he hardeneth (for damnation) because he will 
harden them.” The metaphor is false in every one of its 
points, and if it admits of any meaning or conclusion, it 


- is the reverse of what Paul-intended and the Calvinists wn. 


derstand. ! 

fn the first place, a potter,doth not, because he cannot, 
make: vessels of different qualities, from the same lump of 
clay; he cannot make a fine china bowl, intended to orna- 
ment a side-board, from the same ‘lump of clay that he 
makes a coarse pan, intended for a close stool. The potter 
selects his. clays for different uses, according to their diffe- 
rent qualities, and degrees of) fineness and goodness. Paul 
might as well talk of making gun flints from the same stick 
of wood of which the gun-stock is made, as of making 
china bowls from the same lump of clay of which are made 
common earthen pots and pans. Paul could uot bave hit 
upon a more unfortunate metapbor for his purpose, than 
this of the potter and the clay ; for if any inference is to fol- 
low from it, as a metaphor, it. is; that as the potter selects 
his clay for different kinds of vessels, according to the. diffe- 
rent qualities and degrees of fineness and goodness in the clay, 
so God selects for future happiness, those among mankind 
who excel in purity andigood life, which is the reverse of 
predestination. 


' In the second place, there is no comparison between the 


souls of men, and vessels made of clay; and, therefore, to 
put one to represent the other isia false position. ‘The ves- 
sels, or the clay they are made from, are insensible of honout 
or dishonour. They neither suffer nor enjoy. The clay 's 
not punished, that serves the purpose of a close-stool, nor 's 
the finer sort. rendered happy that is made up into a: punch- 
bowl. The potter violates no principle of justice in the dif- 
ferent uses to which he puts his different clays; for be selects 
as an: artist, not as a moral judge; and the materials he 
works upon know nothing, and feel nothing, of bis mercy 
or hiswrath. Mercy or wrath would .make-® potter appea! 
ridiculous, when, bestowed upon: his clay, He might kick 
some of his pots to pieces. | oval vd oe. 
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But the case is quite different witb man either in this 
world or the next. He is a being sensible of misery as well 
as of happiness, and therefore Paul argues like an unfeeling 
idiot, when he eo man to clay; on a potter’s wheel, 
ot to vessels rade therefrom; and with respect to God, it is 
an offence to an ne jastice, goodnes, and wisdom, 
to suppose he wou treat the choicest work of creation like . 
pes and insensible-clay. If Paul believed that God 
made man after his own image, he dishonours it, by makin 
that image, and a brick-bat to be alike. ¢ 4 

The absurd and impious doctrine of predestination, a doc- 
trine destructive of morals, would never have been thought 
of, had it not been for some stupid passages in the Bible, which . 
esse at first, and ignorance have since imposed upon 
mankind asrevelation. Nonsense ought to be treated as non- 
sense, wherever it be found; and had this been done, in the 
rational manner it ought to be done, instead of intimating 
and i Sap ofomertanl as has been too much'the case, the 
nonsense and false doctrine of the Bible, with all the aid 
that priestcraft can give, could never bave stood their ground 
against the divine reason that God has given to man. 

Doctor Frankiin gives a remarkable instance of the truth 
of this, in an account of his life, written by himself. He 
= —— at the time of which he speaks. ‘‘Some 

umes, says he, against Deism, fell into my hands. They 
aa ae ark the a of Sermons preached at Boyle’s 

sctures. appened that they produced on me an effect 
precisely the reverse of what was intended by the writers; 
i pa of ee Deists, which were cited in order 
0 ve 2d, appeared to me more forcible than the refuta- 
hon itself. Ina word I soon became a perfect Deist.”—N. 
| — of ao queweele Life, page 93. | 

Au America, and more than all America, knows Franklin. 
His life was devoted to the good and improvement of man. 
rsd sss those who profess’ a-different creed , imitate his 

virtues, and excel him if they can. 


THOMAS PAINE. 
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Cemple of Reason, 


84, FLEET: STREET. 





ONCE more in a street from which I never ought to have 
been driven, and from which I never could have been driven, 
either lawfully or, manfully,.1 pay my respects to. my old 
neighbours and to all the passers by, with a hope that they 
will fenew their former custom and support. 

_ My chief desire for-having possession of a shop in Fleet 
Street bas been, to try the power, of a wholly moral. pubii- 
cation upon the vicious part of the community, and to see 
whether it will be so great a crime in me to war with popt- 
lar vices, as with kingly, aristocratical and priestly vices. 
© Lt shall pow put all the pretenders to religious excelleuce 
upou their trial, as to the real value which they set upoi 
the morals of the people. The first number of “ The Moral- 
ist” I hope to have in print within a fortnight, and to con- 
tinue it weekly, or as near that period as’ possible. It will 
be without date, and a subject never stale; therefore, 
pamotmality as to the pesings of publication ig not pledged., 


Ul eias tentateomert th “RICHARD CARLILE. 
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